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SMACH hires first
fu ll-time staffer
Marc E.Voyvodich has assumed the
position of Chief Executive Officer of
the Southern Maine Association of
Cooperating Hospitals. SMACH is composed of Maine Medical Center, Osteopathic Hospital of Maine, Mercy
Hospital, York Hospital, Henrietta D.
Goodall Hospital, and Webber Hospital
Association, and Voyvodich is the organization's first full-time staff member. As CEO, he will manage the dayto-day affairs of the organization, and
will be responsible to a board composed of three representatives from
each of the six hospitals.
SMACH is a voluntary, cooperative
effort of the participating hospitals,
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providing, in Voyvodich's words, "a
regional perspective to each institution's planning efforts. Also, SMACH
may ultimately be involved in other
cooperative ventures aimed at improving the quality of health care and
reducinq costs of health care services,
and the organization will provide a
forum for the discussion of issues of
mutual interest."
Voyvodich is presently gathering information from the hospitals, and will
attempt to est.ablish priorities for discussions by the Board. He is already
working on follow-up of the report by
SMACH's Psychiatric Hospital Exploratory Planning Committee.
The most important facet of SMACH,
says Voyvodich, is the combination of
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SMRTI doctors help
out in The County

j
PRESENTING A $5,000 CONTRIBUTION to the Cancer Radiation Treatment Fund of the Southern Maine Radiation Therapy Institute at MMC on
behalf of the Greater Portland Automobile Dealer's Association are, from
left, Philip Gemmer, member of the Association, MMC Corporator, and
member of the CRTF committee, and Wallace E. Camp, president of the
Association. Accepting the gift is Rudolf T. Greep, chairman of the CRTF,
and MMC Director of Radiation Therapy J. Howard Hannemann, M.D.,
looks on at right. In the background is the 20 MV linear accelerator for
which the CRTF is raising funds. (A/V Photo)

The work of the doctors in Maine
Medical's Radiation Therapy Division
isn't confined to the Southern Maine
Radiation Therapy Institute at MMC.
For several years, four of the physicians -- J. Howard Hannemann, M.D.,
Chief of the division, Stuart G. Gilbert,
M.D., Hugh Phelps, M.D., and Christopher Seitz, M.D. -- have served as
consultants for the radiation therapy
program at Arthur R. Gould Memorial
Hospital in Presque Isle.
The informal arrangement, under
which the SMRTI Physicians consult
on all newly-diagnosed cancer patients
and review all cases currently under
treatment, was formalized recently to
ensure the continuity of quality radiation therapy services to Aroostook
County. Doctors Hannemann, Gilbert,
Phelps, and Seitz alternate flying to
Presque Isle on the first and third
Friday of each month.
One reason for the formalized arrangement was the report of a statewide task force reviewing the utilizaSMRTI, page 3
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voluntary participation and the regional perspective gained by the participating institutions. The state and
federal regulatory process to which
hospitals are subjected demands proper planning, and regulators are supportive of cooperative regional planning efforts.
Although the SMACH members may
work closely together and exchange
ideas and information,Voyvodich points
out that each hospital is completely
independent of the others. "In essence," he says,"SMACH is an explicit
recognition of the value of regional
cooperation, and at the same time the
vital importance of maintaining viable,
autonomous, community-directed institutions."
Before coming to SMACH,Voyvodich
was Program Officer for the Robert
Wood Johnson Foundation in New
Jersey, a private foundation dealing in
medical matters and responsible for,
among other things, MMC's Physician
Assistant Residency Program in Emergency Medicine. Prior to that, Voyvodich was Assistant to the President of
the National Blue Cross/Blue Shield
Association. He holds a Master's Degree in Health Administration from
George Washington University, and
did his undergraduate work at Colgate
University.

Overnight training
sessions scheduled
The Staff Development office of the
Department of Nursing is offering an
educational program for evening and
night nursing personnel, titled: "Patient Education: Removing the Barriers." The program consists of a film
and discussion, led by Nancy Garber,
R.N., and will take place during the
night of August 11/12.
Six classes will be offered: (Monday,
August 11) 8:30 PM - 9:00 PM, 9: 15
PM - 9:45 PM, and 10:00 PM - 10:30
PM; (Tuesday, August 12) 1:30 AM 2:00 AM, 2:15 AM - 2:45 AM, and 3:00
AM - 3:30 AM. All sessions will be in
Cafeteria Conference Room A. All
hospital personnel are welcome to
attend.

FOOD SERVICE
EMPLOYEE OF THE WEEK
is
CINDY CROXFORD
SECRETARY

RT School graduates
all pass registry exam
On June 26, Maine Medical's School
of Radiologic Technology graduated
17 Radiologic Technologists. RTs are
the technicians who operate X-ray
equipment, and must be certified by
the American Registry of Radiologic
Technology. All 17 of this year's graduates from the MMC school have now

passed the registry examination.
The graduates were: Peggy L. Bailey,
Debra J. Couillard, Diane E. Curtis,
Tina A. Gallant, Cheryl A. Goodwin,
Charles H. Huberdeau, William N.
Manoogian, Cynthia J. Meggison,
Theresa A. Nadeau, Pamela E. Proctor,
Julie L. Reynolds, Beth A. Savage,
Karen L. Steere, Kendra L. Steere,
Sharon R. Warren, Linda L. Williams,
Maida I. Williams.

MMC'S SCHOOL OF RADIOLOGICTECHNOLOGY, Class of '80: Standing,
from left: Karen L Steere, William N. Manoogian, Linda L Williams, Cheryl
A. Goodwin, Maida I. Williams, Diane E. Curtis, Sharon R. Warren, Tina A.
Gallant, Peggy L Bailey, Charles H. Huberdeau, and Kendra L Steere.
Seated, from left: Cynthia J. Meggison, Pamela E. Proctor, Theresa A.
Nadeau, Beth A. Savage, Julie L Reynolds, and Debra J. Couillard.
(NV Photo)

TWENTY-FIVE new bicycle racks have been installed at the bottom of the
parking ramp at MMC. The front part of the rack holds the bicycle's front
wheel securely, while the rear bracket goes through the back wheel and
may be padlocked or chained. For added security, the racks are located on
either side of the ramp attendant's booth, which is manned 24 hours a day.
(NV Photo)
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tion of radiation therapy in Maine and
developing recommendations for the
delivery of services in the future. One
of the recommendations was the continuation of the radiation therapy program at Gould, and affiliation with a
larger institution.
Radiation therapy equipment is expensive, and under Federal law, certain guidelines must be met in the expansion of such services. The task
force, composed of representatives
from major hospitals and state planning agencies, recommended consolidation of radiation therapy facilities
where possible, and suggested cooperative ventures such as the MMC/
Gould liaison as a means of controlling the growth of radiation therapy
facilities.
Gould's present program is very important to Aroostook County. Its cobalt
unit similar to the one recently retired
at SMRTI in favor of the more advanced linear accelerator, is the only
radiation therapy equipment north of
Bangor.There are currently not enough
patients to justify expansion, but the
affiliation with SMRTI ensures that the
existing patients will continue to receive the best possible treatment as
close to home as possible.

Clinical engineering
hosts training day
On July 19, the Northern New England Society of Biomedical Technology, in cooperation with the Maine
Medical Center, co-sponsored an educational program for Biomedical Equipment Technicians (BMETs) and
Clinical Engineers. The subject was
IVAC infusion pumps and controllers.
Twenty-seven BMETs and Clinical Engineers from Maine, New Hampshire,
and Vermont attended the day-long
program.
The program, hosted by MMC's Clinical Engineering Department, featured
discussion and hands-on troubleshooting sessions with representatives from
-

IVAC Corporation. Bob Davis, District
Manager for the company, and John
Donnelly, Technical Support Engineer,
covered the applications, circuit theory,
and troubleshooting of the most popular IVAC equipment.
According to Paul Labbe, MMC's
Acting Assistant Director for Clinical
Engineering, the event was a one-ofa-kind program in this part of the
country, and hopes the enthusiastic
response "signals a trend toward established continuing education programs for BMETs and Clinical Engineers, who are faced with rapidly changing and increasingly complex technology. We are grateful to MMC and
IVACCorporation for their cooperation
and support."
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Special notice
to carpoolers
If you were in the old carpooling
program, and still wish to be involved,
please make out a new application as
soon as possible. We need the additional information the new form contains. If we don't hear from you, we
may not be able to hel p. Call or stop by
the Public Information Office (2196)
for information or a form.

ERC fleuis
The Employee Activity Committee is sponsoring a Family
Night Rollerskating Party, Monday, August 18, from 7 PM to 9
PM.The party will beat the Happy
Wheels Rollerdrome on Warren
Avenue in Portland. Admission is
$1.50 with children 6 and under
admitted free. Skate rentals are
50¢.
Reservations are limited, in the
interest of safety. If you'd like to
attend, contact Sally Nason in
the Chaplain's Office (ext. 2951).

A NEW ORIENTATION FILM, "More than Medicine," is in production at
Maine Medical, a cooperative effort of the Departments of Audio/Visual
Resources Personnel, and others throughout the hospital. With an introduction b; MMC President Edward C. Andrews, Jr., M.D., the film will
become part of the Orientation program for new employees. The A/V crew
has been taping for several weeks in many locations, and the entire
process, from concept to finished product, has taken several months. In
the photo above, A/V photographer Judy MacKenzie "shoots" a segment
on the first floor of the 1890 Maine General building. (A/V Photo)

Car seats can
help two ways
A note to employees heading out for
vacations and taking young children
with them:
Safety experts recommend car seats
for all children under four years old or
under forty pounds in weight. Besides
the obvious safety benefits of car seats,
there is anothe.r potential benefit, according to some experts: the elimination of car sickness.
Particularly
for children who are
chronically car sick, a seat may serve

to eliminate the bobbing and vibration
that is primarily responsible. The view
through the side window of a moving
automobile consists of fast-moving
scenery which is difficult to focus on,
and the objects inside the car tend to
be in motion as well. A car seat steadies
the child somewhat, and also allows a
view out the front window at relatively
stable scenery.
This may not prove to be a cure-all
for car sickness, but it offers a possible
alternative to motion sickness pills
before -- or sudden rest stops during-a trip.

marketplace
FOR RENT: 2 bdrm. apt., Ig.livingroom,
Ig. kitchen, bath, porch. 1 mile from
MMC. $250/mo. including heat & hot
water. Call 854-5959 evenings.
FOR RENT: 3 bdrm. cottage on Watchic
Lake in Standish with Ig. yard. $150/wk.
Call 883-2660.
FOR RENT: House in Cape Eliz., Maiden
Cove. Directly on beach w/ocean view, 3
bdrm., garage, partially furnished, 1 yr.
lease. $550/mo. plus uti Is. Call 7996541 after 5 PM.
FOR RENT: Winter rental in OOB. Furnished 3 bdrm. apt., all utils. $250/mo.
Call Marsha at 934-9907.
FOR RENT: Room in spacious West St.
townhouse. $1 OO/mo. plus utils., all facilities shared. Call 774-7428.
FOR RENT: 1 bdrm. apt. in MMC area.
Newly remodeled, w/w carpet, newappliances, heat included, $235/mo. Avail.
immediately. Call 773-9662 after 5 PM.
WANTED TO RENT: ?hysician and wife
seek 2-3 bdrm. apt. or house in Portland
or vicinity. References available, can
take occupancy in late summer. Call
655-4116.
FOR SALE: Puritan range hood w/elec.
light and fan. 30" x 18". $5. Call 7741562 evenings.
FOR SALE: Small Suzuki motorcycle.
Dirt and street equipped. Has only 500
miles. Call 799-4255 after 6 PM.
FOR SALE: Fully equipped 28' cabin
cruiser. Custom built, sleeps 8, BHS
radio. $2,900 or BO. Call 799-2502 after
5 PM.
FOR SALE: Honda Prelude - 5 speed.
Ex. cond., only 9,000 miles. Many extras
including cassette deck. Priced below
book @ $6,900. Call 773-4444 days and
774-4452 eves.
FORSALE: 1976 Datsun B21O. Good on
gas. $2,000 or BO. Call 773-0023 bettween 5-9 PM.
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FOR SALE: Portable washer & dryer. Ex.
condo $325 or BO. Call 773-0023 between 5-9 PM.
FOR SALE: Vermont slate, multi color,
44 cartons, 10 sq. ft. per carton. $6 per
carton. Call 774-0733.
FOR SALE: Decatur submersible well
water pump w/controls and well-extrol
holding tank. $750. Call 774-0733.
WANTED: Child to care for age 3 or up.
Live on dead end st. w/nice back yard,
near Deering High School. Call 7720474.
WANTED: Responsible person to babysit 9 mo. old baby, starting in Sept.
Would prefer in my own home. Call 7750314.
WANTED: Power lawn mower, chest type
freezer, tent in good condition that sleeps
4-6 persons, and movie projector, regular and super 8. Call 727-3695.
WANTED: Responsible babysitter for 3
month old boy. Generally 5 days per
week, 8 AM - 6 PM. Prefer someone in
Gray or West Cumberland area. For interview, call 998-2602 after 7 PM.

1980 MMC Annual Fund
is off and running
Mrs. Sidney W. Wernick, Corporator
and Chairman of the 1980 MMC Annual
Fund, reports that the new Annual
Fund was kicked off on April9 and the
goal was set at $140,000. In addition,
Dr. Carlyle B.Voss is chairing a Special
Subcommittee of the Medical Staff,
which kicked off its campaign on May
29.
To date gifts and pledges exceed
$40,000, a total well ahead of that of a
year ago. Gifts payable to the "MMC
Annual Fund" should be sent care of
the Development Office, Maine Medical Center, 22 Bramhall Street, Portland, Maine 04102.
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WHArs HAPPENINGis published every
Wednesdayat Maine Medical Center, Portland, Maine for members of the Hospital
community and for friends ofthe institution
throughout Maine and northern New England. Comments, questions and suggestions maybe addressedto the Editor, Public
Information Office, MMC, Portland, Me.,
04102. Barbara Burns, Editor.
Contributors to this issue:
Wayne L. Clark, Public Information
Kim Bartlett, Public Information
Ella Hudson, A/V Resources
Charlotte Hurd, A/V Resources
Judy MacKenzie, A/V Resources
Bonnie Scarpelli, A/V Resources
George A. Drew, Print Shop
Henry J. Guiod, Jr., Print Shop

new Employees
CENTRAL SERVICE Alexandra Neuman
DEVELOPMENT Lidia Conti
HEMATOLOGY Gail Gagnon
HOUSEKEEPING Joseph Jensen
LAUNDRY Brenda Page
OPERATNG ROOM Althea Masterson,
Valentine Niles
PARKING Arne Hanson, Ronald Smith
PATHOLOGY Kathleen Folan
PATIENT ACCOUNTS Michael Littlefield
PHLEBOTOMY Athena Moundalexis
PHYSICAL THERAPY Carmen Chabot
RADIOLOGY Linda Kilbride, Julie Ann
Libby

murphology
KOVAC'S CONUNDRUM
When you dial a wrong number, you
never get a busy signal.
COlT-MURPHY'S STATEMENT ON
THE POWER OF
NEGATIVE THINKING
It is impossible for an optimist to be
pleasantly surprised.
TIGHERT'S COMMENTARY
ON MURPHY'S LAW
Murphy was an optimist.
HERSHISER'S RULES
1. Anything labeled "NEW"and/or
"IMPROVED" isn't.
2. The label "NEW" and/or
"IMPROVED" means the price went
up.
3. The label "ALL NEW,"
"COMPLETEL Y NEW," or "GREAT
NEW" means the price went way up.

